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Rather than signalling a landing the Tachen air ;>t tk 

may be the opening of a jprimariljf aeij^j^ase in Communist opera tic us 


against the islands. Soane America* Jra^jjprs believe that the i 


ac houci 


xnuous 



could be made untenable by strong 

| | 

Peiping regime, with superior air st||ngth in jywigr of tfce ' Islands, 
may believe that Nationalist forces cferTJe'^dis lodged without comm: tt 
ground forces . 
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The Chinese Nationalist defense minister gave the Amerioan 

«l tf’ •! _ > 

ambassador his person^opinion on 1 November that -ttie- Nationalist 

for the Tacbens attaokj 




n 


^ould '’probably” result in an expansion of hostilities, although 

he hoped it would not^ as t he Na t ionalists wn r_^ pre p a re d for an 

S' ^ • 

ex pand e d uunfl t b l\ '“He urged 1^S.V"the U. ^S. Seventh Fleet putin 
an appearance around the Taohens with carriers, in order to deter 
th» communists from expanding the oonfliot. 
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